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Obsessive love
led to 2 killings

A

migrant who left her hushand in New
York and moved o Killeen, Texas, where
ot hof bt gt g 1
 topless cl e v soldiers from
nmh'}'nrtlit:i

Lowving met her there and quickly fell
In love — g0 much &0 that he often told

ers awaiting execution by lethal i
on the Army's death row at Fort Leaven-
wurth, Kun

Through interviews with family and
friends, investigators and court records, a
portrait emerges of Loving a8 an obses-
sive personality who careened from o
jpromising boxing career to dispassionate
murder.

Laoving's descent into viclence is record-
wdina confession given to po-
lice at the time of hin arvest:

“f had a pistol. [ felt kind of like |,
was big, you know. Wasn't nobody going
to mess with me no more.”

« Killeen is o town of 70,000 people in
central Texns, about 50 miles north of
Austin. Add to it Fort Hood's military
population of almost 40,000 and the re.
wult is o town of soldiers, retired soldaers,
fust food restaurants, pawn shops and
‘strip joints.

Loving arrived in 1986, He showed skill
with artillery and soon became the No. 1
cannoneer for the drd Howitzer Section of

vo Battery, said Sgr. James E. Key,

s SUPErVisor,

“heiny late to formation and had behavior,
¥The Army took away his pay, restricted
him to his barracks and ordered him to
purﬁ#m extrn work, Key said
After counseling with Key, Loving de-
Reeloped a new attitude. Though he ini
{tially hoped to leave the service this sum-
. Ky said, he had started to consider
Army for a career, In January 1988,
was recommended for an Army
hievement Medal.
“Lawing was a good soldier,” said Key,
who met him in September 1887, “But he
mixed up with the wrong 3
'hen he met Nadia, it all went out the
Swindow.”
Simmans, 25, and Loving met in S
$ember 1988, By most pceounts, lhel?z-
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in Rochester. “He got mixed
with that girl and that's the cause of
s?:iildlrouhie.”

elum'n&itur He'd da most anything for
her. 1 guess in his eyes she was the only
thing in the world.”

“I robbed two 7-Eleven's. ..
‘Biteh, don't be seared. Give me the mon-
ey.' .. She looked like she was ferri-
fied™

Lawing was born on Rochester's east
side, the youngest of eight children. His
father was an alcoholic, His m
worked several jobs to hold her family to-

Kan. “We had food on the table, a pretty
nice house, clothes, It wasn't that bad at

all.

Lawving attended School 42 on Lake Av-
enue and Fast High Sehool. Johnson sai
S b th bt Kok
& as in X A
Lawing left East without ‘P:z ot He
attended Josh Lofton High School briefly,
Tt quat.

All five Loving bovs were skilled box-
ers. They won various Golden Gloves and
Jumioe Olympic contests, fought abrosd
and generated considerable interest in
amnteur and professional boxing.

According to Johnson, the Loving with
the most promise wis hit, whs start-
ed boxing when he was 8 He spent his
vouth fighting in the shadows of his older

thers at the Clinton Baden Commiini-
ty Center. He would work late into the
evening, hitting the heavy bag and jump.

“For somebody to pick up boxing at
that ae and do as well @ be did, that's
really something,” said Johnson

He described Loving as a “bewutiful
woung man. He could have been a bheck ol
n good professional ™

Thisisgh b was well-liked, Loving had
trouble with girls, often arguing and
fighting with them. When be fell for i
wirl, he foc all his attention on win-
ning her, friends and family saic
“We know by being men that there are

-2

e know by bein
‘w men tha?ym gre
plenty of us made

10 be a fool by a woman.
That's what happened to this
young man,’

— Lord Johnson

of us made 1o be & fool -

'Ihm'whllhldidmnmﬂlunul
the waman who it s juse walk-
ing the streets. When he was arrested,
she wrote him so many letters, saying,
“Oh, [ love you' "

According to Key, though, Loving's real
trouble started when he bought a long.
barrel, .22-caliber revolver from an pe.
quaintance for £50. He called it a *hig
rod.” Then, on Dec. 11, ho used it to rob
twa 7| convenience staes in
thiree-hour period.

d;.:':w'd 'mlﬂaﬂ that and

grt ¢ money to gef nothing
... | robbed anather one ., | still didn't
have no money. | was walking and | sow
a taxi. That's when | thought about it [
:;»Frf: rob @ tax | stood there and saud
T do '™

Alter the robberies, during which Sim-
mons walted outside in & ear, the two
wenil fof supper and then to o movie, sc-
cording to F I investigators. It was cool
and cloudy that night. They walked sorne,
and Simmons talked again of returning to
her hushand

According to those close 1o Loving, it

He then went into barracks and count
gdlhufwddlmhluuklmi‘u‘-
y.

I said, ‘Damn. No money. | killed
somebady and no money,”

He called for another taxi, this time in-
mr'hm’ dilmhr to have the driv-
er meet in of the barracks.
Fay's body was still slumped in the front
seat of his taxi behind the barracks.

Liwing told the next driver, -old
Hohby ino, to drive into Ki
where he robbed and killed him.

“I waid, ‘I have @ gun. Give me all your
money,' [ still had the gun pointed af
him. [ elosed my eves and just shot.
Wham ... I counted the money. It was
nothing. | was scared as hell *

Laving left the eab in the street then
went to Si ns” home. In his confes-
::,beuidhmldim he loved her

g

“f wan scared, Because if I could do
something like that to fwo people like
that, then it could probably happen
again.

Loving and Simmans then went the
Nubia Temple, where they drank and
danced. At one point, investigators said,

Simmons calmed him down and they
left the club in o taxi After dropping
Simmons off, Loving tried 1o :Tm. cab
o AT

I8 -old

i nhu maouth so he m in-

out into the street. Harrison took
jun, which accidentally discharged. Lov-
ing Med.

“There wasn't nothing else 1 could do,”
Harrison said in trlrp}:um Interview. 1
didn’t want to die.”

THE WINTER had been quiet in Kil
been. When the two taxi drivers wore
fonind desd — both shot in the head at
close range — residents were shocked by
the vialenoe

I don’t think you'd have two eab drive

offered the testimony of Simmons, who
spake in hroken English and through an
Inteepreter. She denied any involvement
Inrlh!rl:lhn-. H
n a letter Loving received while in cus-
tody and introduced at the eourt-martial,
Simmons wrote: “You did a good job,
that's why you got me ... 1 love you so
much it scares me ... It woul

testil inst him, he didnt believe it
He d mﬂm she'd do that to him,

“That's the bad part about it. They
couldn't try her because hie wiuldn't tes.
1ify against her. You believe that” And
she turned state’s evidence on him."

In [net, Loving sought 1o make it cloar
that Simmons was not invelved, When
investigntors had completed their imterm.
gation, they ashed Loving if there was
anything he wanted to add to the vidoo.
ta

e
“Only that Nadia didn't have anything
:?l-!n with it,” he responded. “Nothing a1
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